Applicant: Caldwell et al. 
Application No.: 10/550,337 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-28. (Canceled). 

29. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 

detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 
terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal forms part of an existing network, the first 
signal is such that: 

the policing terminal mimics a slave station of the existing network by 
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transmitting a response to inquiry messages from the master station, so as to join 

the existing network; 

the policing terminal transmits a signal to swap the master/slave roles; and 
the policing terminal, acting as master station, transmits a disconnect 

message to each of the slave stations. 

30. (New) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the policing terminal, 
when mimicking the slave station, starts its transmissions slightly earlier than the 
station which it is trying to mimic. 

31. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 

detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 
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terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal forms part of an existing network, the first 
signal is such that: 

the policing terminal mimics a slave station of the existing network by 
transmitting a response to inquiry messages from the master station, so as to join 
the existing network; 

the policing terminal detects the addresses of the other terminals in the 
network; and 

the policing terminal mimics the master station, and then transmits a 
disconnect message to each of the slave stations. 

32. (New) A method as claimed in claim 31 wherein the policing terminal, 
when mimicking the slave station and when mimicking the master station, starts 
its transmissions slightly earlier than the station which it is trying to mimic. 

33. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 

detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
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terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 
terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal forms part of an existing network, the first 
signal is such that: 

the policing terminal mimics a slave station of the existing network by 
transmitting a response to inquiry messages from the master station, so as to join 
the existing network; and 

the policing terminal transmits a short burst of noise at the current 
frequency during preamble or sync word transmission in the network, to effectively 
destroy each packet on the network. 

34. (New) A method as claimed in claim 33 wherein the policing terminal, 
when mimicking the slave station, starts its transmissions slightly earlier than the 
station which it is trying to mimic 

35. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 
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detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 
terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal forms part of an existing network: 

the policing terminal calculates the slot timing of the network, and detects 
the addresses of all the stations in the existing network; 

and the first signal is such that: 

the policing terminal mimics a master station of the existing network by 
transmitting a disconnect signal to each of the stations on a single frequency, with 
random clock information in place of network clock information. 

36. (New) A method as claimed in claim 35 wherein the policing terminal, 
when mimicking the slave station, starts its transmissions slightly earlier than the 
station which it is trying to mimic. 
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37. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 

detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 
terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal does not form part of an existing network: 

the policing terminal detects signal packets of the types which occur when a 
new network is being formed; and 

the policing terminal mimics a master station of the network that is being 
formed, by transmitting a disconnect signal to each of the slave stations. 

38. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 
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detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 

terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal does not form part of an existing network: 
the policing terminal detects inquiry packets indicating that a new network 

is being formed,; 

the policing terminal joins the network as a slave station; 

the policing terminal transmits a signal to swap the master/slave roles; and 

the policing terminal, acting as master station, transmits a disconnect 

message to each of the slave stations. 

39. (New) A method of protecting an apparatus from radiofrequency 
interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal: 

detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference 
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in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol specifies operation 
of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises a plurality of 
terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the terminals is 
either as a slave station or as a master station; 

transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 

terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein if the radio terminal does not form part of an existing network: 

the policing terminal detects paging packets indicating that a new network is 

being formed; 

the policing terminal detects the clock information of the master station; and 
the policing terminal mimics the master station, and then transmits a 
disconnect message to each of the slave stations. 

40. (New) A policing terminal for protecting an apparatus from 
radiofrequency interference in a predetermined radio-frequency band, the policing 
terminal comprising: 

a processor configured to detect the presence of a radio terminal operable to 
generate interference in the predetermined radio-frequency band and in accordance 
with a first predetermined signaling protocol, wherein the signaling protocol 
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specifies operation of a wireless local area network in which the network comprises 
a plurality of terminals, and wherein the protocol requires that the operation of the 
terminals is either as a slave station or as a master station; 

a transmitter configured to transmit a first signal in accordance with the first 
predetermined signaling protocol; 

wherein, in response to the transmission of the first signal, the radio 
terminal is inhibited as a source of interference; and 

wherein the processor is configured to mimic a station of such a network; and 

the transmitter is configured to transmit a disconnect message to each of the 
slave stations. 
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